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Hello Friends, Sailors and Supporters, 

As we look back to 2024, we realize there were lots of firsts.   

It was the first time the Community Sailing Center has operated with a 

waterfront specifically designed to support our campers, students and 

staff. Ever since our beginning back in 1994, our physical environment 

has been what many would describe as “less than ideal.” Now with no 

more headwinds, our sailing students, youth, paddlers and fellow lake 

adventurers can enjoy the ease of access that comes with the most 

state-of-the-art sailing facility in New England.

We conducted the first-ever sailing class taught with American Sign 

Language in the United States. Attended by participants from all over the 

country, this new offering sold out immediately, prompting us to triple the 

program in 2025. It’s another example of our dedication to remove any 

barriers to enjoying sailing and the water.

The first of our Diversity Access Initiative cohort of youth campers 

graduated to become Junior Instructors in 2024. As you may recall, we 

introduced this initiative in 2021 to bring kids from more diverse cultures 

and ethnic heritages to learn to sail in the summer. We accomplished this 

in just three years! Imagine what this will be like in another three years.

What will be the firsts for 2025? What part will you play in making  

them happen?

If there’s anything we’ve learned about innovation these past few years, 

it’s that creativity builds on insights, and these insights come from our 

community. We welcome your ideas, energy, support, expertise, advice 

and generosity. Your energy is the wind in our sails.

Fair wind and following seas,

 

Owen Milne 

Executive Director

For over 30 years, the  

Community Sailing Center has connected  

people to Lake Champlain through sailing, 

providing access and life lessons for all.

Your support makes a difference.  

Please consider making a gift today. 

communitysailingcenter.org/donate



Lake Access. For All. CSC Signature Programs Sail in Sign Language A Complete Waterfront

Adaptive Watersports, in 

partnership with Vermont Adaptive 

Ski & Sports, supports individuals 

with cognitive or physical disabilities 

to sail and paddle on Lake 

Champlain. Ben, an avid adaptive 

sailor who sails 3-4 times a summer 

with us, tells us what he loves 

most about sailing: “You get to 

just go around and explore places 

you [normally] couldn’t swim.”

LeaderShip partners with youth 

groups and schools to develop 

teamwork and communication 

skills through sailing and paddling. 

This season, participants spent 

1,460 hours on the water. For 

many of our partner organizations, 

we are the primary access point 

for recreational opportunities on 

Lake Champlain. Partners include 

the King Street Center, DREAM 

Program, the Burlington Boys 

& Girls Club, Spectrum and the 

Burlington School District.

The Diversity Access Initiative 

once again saw growth in the overall 

number of participants. The number 

of returning DAI campers is on 

the rise, with more participating in 

Levels II and III, and more notably, 

becoming Junior Instructors. With 

more participants moving from 

introductory to advanced levels, 

the Diversity Access Initiative 

continues to thrive and fulfill its 

mission of creating opportunities 

for underrepresented youth.

Last year, we hosted the only U.S. Sailing Association-certified American Sign 

Language Course in the country. A truly groundbreaking course led by CSC 

Sailing Instructor Bill Millios, this class opened doors for the Deaf and hard of 

hearing community to learn how to sail. Participants travelled from all over the 

country to participate in this program, including students Shanna and Rachel.

Last June, we celebrated the completion of our $4.3 million waterfront project –  

a project seven years in the making. The new waterfront is not just a physical 

space – it’s a connecting point to the lake and a symbol of community.  

The state-of-the-art facility boasts a publicly accessible kayak and small boat 

launch, keelboat hoists, a scenic viewing pier, a deep-water launch and an 

ADA-accessible walkway connecting the public to the water. 

It would not have been possible without the collective effort of our capital 

campaign committee, waterfront construction committee, dedicated staff, 

volunteers and the generosity of our donors. Their determination and grit 

brought this wonderful vision to life and stands as a testament to their passion 

for both the Community Sailing Center and Lake Champlain.

“For Deaf people who depend on American Sign Language to 
communicate, the language barrier to so many opportunities 
simply prevents inclusion. Being able to offer this class in ASL 
to Deaf students and see their love for sailing come alive was 
incredible. Everybody should be able to sail. Thanks to the 
support of the CSC, we now have a bunch of new Deaf sailors!”

– Bill Millios, CSC ASL Sailing Instructor

“Why? Because it’s accessible. 
We have a teacher that knows 
American Sign Language, so 
we travelled directly, all the 
way here for this [ASL sailing] 
class. Direct instruction is the 
best way to learn.”

– Shanna, ASL student  

 from New York

“I don’t have to think 
about if this is a language 
barrier that is causing me 
to not understand. I can 
instead ask my question 
and feel confident that 
I will get an answer.”

– Rachel, ASL student  

 from Massachusetts
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When we say “Lake Access. For All.” that means more than just boats and 

docks and teaching skills, it means removing all the barriers that keep people 

from experiencing what the water has to offer – which is why CSC scholarships 

are so important.

Floating Classrooms engaged 

1,277 local students in lake ecology 

and STEM education through 

keelboat sailing and hands-on 

lessons. Students learned about 

water quality, watersheds, erosion 

and invasive species, with 18 schools 

participating in the program.

“For many of our students, [Floating 
Classrooms] is the highlight of 
their time at school. Many do not 
get opportunities like this outside 
of school. So first and foremost, our 
goal is to share in the joy of being 
on the water in their town. This 
trip also compliments our unit on 
energy and our study of trout, fish 
life cycles, and animal adaptations.”

– Floating Classrooms teacher



PO Box 64818 
Burlington, VT 05406

We’re an approved 
1% for the Planet partner!
onepercentfortheplanet.org

The Community Sailing Center encourages and 

celebrates the responsible use and long-term 

stewardship of Lake Champlain by fostering 

educational and recreational opportunities for 

all members of our community.

Join us: communitysailingcenter.org/donate


